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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: ITALIAN REQUEST FOR CONSULTATIONS 
REF: ROME 2471 

IF MFA REQUESTS CONSULTATION UNDER PARA (5) MOU (AND TECH- 
NICALLY THEY SHOULD DO SO BEFORE FEBRUARY 21), IT WILL BE 
NECESSARY TO PROTECT US POSITION FOLLOWING ANY UNSUCCESSFUL 
CONSULTATION. IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCE FOR EXAMPLE WE COULD BE 
FACED WITH POSSIBLE FREEZE ON US CARRIER CAPACITY DURING 
SUMMER 1976 WITHOUT COMPARABLE CONSTRAINT ON ALITALIA 
CAPACITY. ACCORDINGLY, EMBASSY SHOULD RESPOND TO ANY 
ITALIAN REQUEST FOR CONSULTATION WITH FORMAL NOTICE THAT 
USG BELIEVES ALITALIA CAPACITY IS EXCESSIVE AND THEREFORE 
DESIRES CONSULTATIONS ON ALITALIA CAPACITY. (FYI: ALITALIA 
PEAK 1975 NY/ROME CAPACITY WILL INCREASE 41.7 PERCENT. 

END FYI.) KISSINGER 
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